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WORDS FROM OUR PRIEST-IN-CHARGE: The Rev. Pauline A. Samuel

Greetings and welcome to the first newsletter of 2019! Welcome also to Black History month where we celebrate our
heritage, culture and accomplishments throughout the course of history. We celebrate not only the familiar names such
as Martin Luther King, Jr., Maya Angelou, Oprah Winfrey and Sidney Poitier. We salute some of our younger modern
day heroes, youth and young adults who are doing amazing things to make a difference in their communities and the
world.
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Eleven-year-old Naomi Wadler, one of the youngest faces in the fight for gun control spoke at the March For Our Lives |’oiﬁ
rally last year in the wake of numerous school shootings across the country. At the March for Our Lives she demanded
that people see and appreciate the lives of black girls, in particular those who are victims of gun violence and go unnoticed.

Marley Dias is 14 year old girl from New Jersey of Jamaican descent who created the campaign #1000BlackGirlBooks calling attention to
the need for more character diversity in children’s books. In effort to collect 1000 books, she was able to collect over 9,000. In 2017 she was
awarded the Smithsonian Magazine’s American Ingenuity Youth Award.

Proverbs 22:6 states that we should “Train up a child in the way that he should go and when he is old he will not depart from it”. Our chil-
dren are not only our future they are our present and they are capable of doing amazing things. May we continue to nurture and empower
the young people in our faith community, mentoring them, praying for them and with them. May they always know that they never walk
this journey called life and following the way of Jesus alone.

PARISHIONER TOWNHALL MEETING - PRAYER AND SPIRITUALITY
SPOTLIGHT

.

Mo. Samuel held a town hall meeting on December 30th "18; it
was an informative discussion on prayer and spirituality.

PRAY - Dwell intentionally with God daily: He was praying in
a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples
said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disci-
ples.”

Luke 11:1 “Lord, hear our prayer.” - Book of Common Prayer

“"SACRED STEWARDSHIP STORIES” - Monica Leslie-Harrison
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FAREWELL TO ST. JOHN'S PARISHIONERS

Mary Cox, Elizabeth Gbinigie & Cheryl Boyce
“In your hands, O Lord, we humbly entrust our sisters.
In this life you embraced them with your tender love;

Deliver them now from every evil and bid the eternal rest.
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